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PUEBLO CHEMICAL DEPOT

Ready for a 16,000-acre makeover?
PuebloPlex finds community ready to roll up its sleeves
BY CHRIS WOODKA
THE PUEBLO CHIEFTAIN

Obstacles or opportunities?
Those were the questions
posed at the first community
meeting hosted by PuebloPlex
and Matrix Design Group as
they move toward creating a
master plan for the future use of
16,000 acres at Pueblo Chemical
Depot.
“We’re approaching this plan
as a startup business, not a base
closure,” said Celeste Werner,
vice president and director of
planning at Matrix, which was
awarded a $700,000 plan to
develop an inventory and master
plan for the depot land. “There
is an amazing opportunity.”
The depot is located near
highways, rails and an airport,
which she described as the

“golden triangle” for industrial
or manufacturing companies,
she said. At the same time, it’s
close — but not too close — to
a city.
At the same time, other staffers from Matrix explained the
challenges of developing the
site. Those include:
z There are 950 structures at
the depot, but not all are practical for reuse. Buildings may
need significant maintenance after 27 years of vacancy since the
base was targeted for closure.
Some buildings are no longer
standing, can’t be used for new
purposes or may be too expensive to repair, an initial sample of
inventory found.
z Some highway and rail overpasses are obsolete, and alternative access may be needed.
z Water, sewage and electri-
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cal systems from the 1940s need
major overhauls.
z Environmental cleanups are
still in progress.

z The chemical weapons
destruction on 7,000 acres in the
northeast corner of the depot
won’t be complete for a few
years.
Still, the approximately
100 people who attended the
meeting, some of them consultants, approached the task
of repurposing the depot with
enthusiasm. They tackled a
tabletop mapping exercise like
school kids hoping for extra
credit. A survey of participants
showed most thought it would
be better to locate businesses at
the depot as quickly as possible, rather than wait until the
chemical mission is done.
“The sooner we can locate
businesses and monetize, the
better off we’ll be,” said Russell
DeSalvo, president and CEO of
SEE PUEBLOPLEX, 6A

ANIMAL WELFARE

ASPCA honors all-save shelter
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Dolores Huerta speaks
against Amendment 67, the
Personhood Initiative, during
a local rally on Oct. 18, at El
Centro del Quinto Sol.

POLITICS

Huerta:
Jeb Bush
against
Latinos

Spay and neuter clinic to pair special-needs animals with people with serious illnesses

Labor leader foresees
him as GOP nominee

BY JON POMPIA

BY PETER ROPER
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Southern Colorado
Spay and Neuter Clinic,
which also serves as
an all-save shelter, was
recently recognized for
its ongoing dedication
to special needs rescues
with a $1,000 grant from
the American Society
for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals.
The local shelter was
one of 67 nationwide to
receive this grant, based
on “our ability to house
and treat special needs
rescues, as we have a
veterinarian and technicians on staff,” said
Executive Director Lisa
Marie Buccambuso.
The clinic/shelter,
which also hosts a pet
food pantry, was recently accepted into a
national program known
as “Feeding Pets of the
Homeless.”
Working in conjunction with the Pueblo
Community Soup
Kitchen and St. Peter
the Apostle Episcopal
Church, volunteers —
including a group of
14-year-olds — package
dog food into quartsized bags for distribution at the soup kitchen
and church.
The clinic’s staff also
has been collecting gently used doghouses for
animals living without
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adequate shelter.
“We recently learned
Southern Colorado Spay and Neuter Clinic Executive Director Lisa Marie Buccambuso
of two dogs living
holds a cat named Petunia at the clinic Wednesday. Buccambuso has started a
outdoors who only had
program that benefits special needs animals and those battling illnesses.
trash cans as shelter,”
Buccambuso said. “And
geared toward the less
dog trainer who does
back to the shelter,”
we were able to deliver
fortunate pet owner is
four-week training sesBuccambuso said. “We
two doghouses to them
reduced-price dog train- sions at a reduced price
also have our rescue
to make their lives a
of $75 per registration,
dogs participate in the
little more comfortable.” ing.
with $10 of that donated
training to make them
Another program
“We have a certified

Southern Colorado
Spay and Neuter Clinic
was one of 67 shelters
in the U.S. to receive a
$1,000 grant.
more adoptable.”
For pet owners unable
to afford vaccinations
for their animals, the
shelter/clinic offers
vouchers for free rabies
shots. Additionally, a
low-cost vaccination
clinic is held on the
second Sunday of every
month.
These specialized services complement the
clinic/shelter’s ongoing
low-cost spays, neuters,
vaccinations, testing and
wellness checks.
Buccambuso, who is
battling multiple sclerosis, said she, along with
others suffering from
chronic illnesses and
disabilities, “get great
comfort in working
with our special needs
rescues, some of which
suffer from chronic illness and disabilities of
their own.
“These people come
to our clinic to spend
time with our rescues as
a means of healing and
wellness.”
For these special
volunteers, as well as
others in similar situations who love animals,
Buccambuso is starting
a support group, which
will meet at the clinic/
shelter for fellowship
and visitation with the
rescue animals.
For more information
on the clinic/shelter,
located at 1700 S. Prairie
Ave., call 564-3776.
jpompia@chieftain.com
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There is a crowd of Republicans running for president but Dolores Huerta
expects Jeb Bush to be the
GOP nominee — and she’s
charging him with being
“anti-Latino” in advertising
and editorials in Colorado.
“I think he’s looking past
the Republican primary
elections, which is why
he’s posing as more moderate than he really is,” said
Huerta, 85, and a nationally
recognized labor and civilrights advocate.
Hers is an historic voice
in the Latino community.
Pueblo’s Dolores Huerta
Preparatory High, which
opened in 2004, is one of
six public schools across
the nation named for her.
In Spanish-language
advertising by the liberal group People for the
American Way, and in guest
editorials, Huerta charges
that Bush backed “extreme
anti-Latino policies” while
a two-term governor of
Florida and as a presidential candidate.
That’s a harsh charge
to aim at a man with a
Mexican-American wife,
who speaks fluent Spanish
and reportedly has strong
support in Florida’s CubanAmerican community.
“There will be Latinos
influenced by that,” Huerta
acknowledged in a telephone interview Wednesday. “But it’s (my) job to
point out that when you
look at the policies that affect Latino people, working
people, Mr. Bush has been
anti-labor and anti-worker.”
She points to his opposition to raising the federal
SEE HUERTA, 6A

More on the web
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MARIJUANA

Another medical pot caregiver proposal

Commissioners will hear land use regulations for pot growers on Wednesday
BY JEFF TUCKER
THE PUEBLO CHIEFTAIN

The Pueblo Board of
County Commissioners
is scheduled to take up
a refined set of land use
regulations related to
unlicensed medical marijuana growers, known in
the industry as caregivers.
Laid over since December, the regulations

would limit the number
of plants caregivers can
grow in agricultural
and residential districts
within the county. The
proposal would limit
plants to 18 in a singlefamily home and 12 in a
multifamily dwelling.
Assistant County Attorney Gavin Wolney
told the board at its work
session on Tuesday that
the major changes to the
ordinance since Decem-

ber include allowing outdoor growing of medical marijuana in some
agricultural districts and
language on marijuana
extraction to bring the
code in tune with a state
law just passed earlier
this month.
Wolney, along with
Planning and Zoning
Director Joan Armstrong,
told commissioners
that the outdoor grows
in A-1 and A-2 agricul-

More on the web
CHIEFTAIN.COM/
SPECIAL/MARIJUANA
tural zones still would be
limited to 18 plants and
would need to be fenced
and screened from the
public.
Wolney also said that
the plant limits were
associated with the
physical property, not the
individual caregiver. So if

four caregivers lived at a
single address and each
had permission under
the state law to grow
six plants for 24 total
plants, they still would
be required to follow the
local, more restrictive
zoning code and keep the
total number of plants at
a site to the maximum
allowed by the county.
The new code also
limits the ways in which
extractions are taken

from cannabis to water- and alcohol-based
extractions.
The language follows
what’s in a new state
law forbidding chemical
extractions of marijuana
in private residences.
One process that’s
gained much negative
press is the so-called
butane hash oil extraction, where people spray
SEE PLAN, 6A
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CRIME BEAT

Beauty shop ransacked
BY ANTHONY A. MESTAS
AND RYAN SEVERANCE
THE PUEBLO CHIEFTAIN

The owner of Headlines Beauty Shop on the
700 block of South Main
Street reported Monday
that the front door of the
business was smashed in
and money was taken.
The store was ransacked, according to police. The owner said the
door alone, was valued at
$1,600.
Police received the report at 8:05 a.m. Monday.
Police said the cash
register had been opened
with receipts thrown on
the ﬂoor. A black Emachine brand computer
tower was broken with
the disc changer lying on
the ﬂoor.
Thomas Patton, owner,
told police that there was
about $200 missing from
the register and the damage to the tower is about
$500. The storage closets
and other areas had been
ransacked but it was
unknown if anything was
stolen.

Auto thefts
North Side
A 2001 red Pontiac

Grand Am was stolen
from a parking lot on
the 4100 block of North
Elizabeth Street Tuesday
around 9:45 p.m.
The vehicle is valued
at approximately $1,500
and there is no suspect
information.

South Side
A black 2001 Dodge Intrepid parked on the 2500
block of Pitman Place was
stolen Tuesday around 2
p.m.
The reporting party
said she left her keys
inside her car.
The vehicle is valued at
an estimated $6,000.
There is no suspect
information.
A 1996 red Honda
Accord valued at about
$1,500 was reported stolen
Tuesday just after midnight from where it was
parked on the 2800 block
of Royal Avenue.
There is no suspect
information in that auto
theft, either.

Arrests
Janelle Dorothy Duran, 23, of the 1700 block
of East 18th Street, was
arrested Tuesday on a
second-degree assault

warrant. She was being
held at Pueblo County jail
in lieu of $10,000 bail.
Nadine Marie Vigil,
41, of the 800 block of
West Orman Avenue, was
arrested Tuesday on a
second-degree burglary
warrant. She was being held at jail in lieu of
$10,000 bail.
Vincent Joseph Compos, 37, of Aurora, was
arrested Tuesday on an
assault warrant. He was
being held at jail in lieu of
$5,000 bail.
Logan Mathew Fink, 21,
of the 1100 block of West
27th Street, was arrested
Tuesday on suspicion
of motor vehicle theft.
He was being held at jail
without bail pending a
court appearance.
Peggy Sue Willson,
48, of the 1400 block of
East Third Street, was
arrested Wednesday on
suspicion of possession of
a schedule II controlled
substance over 1 gram.
She was being held at jail
without bail pending a
court appearance.
anthonym@chieftain.com
ryans@chieftain.com
Pueblo Crime Stoppers,
542-STOP. Remember, your
call is anonymous.

REGION ROUNDUP
Mudslide closure
may be extended
BUENA VISTA — Officials hope to reopen access
to Cottonwood Lake and
its campground Thursday following a mudslide
on County Road 344 last
Thursday.
Chaffee County Sheriff
John Spezze met with U.S.
Forest Service and Chaffee
County Road and Bridge
officials Monday to assess
the slide area.
“The area appeared to
be stabilizing, however, the
National Weather Service
is forecasting more heavy
rains. If there are more
rains, the area will be
checked once again to determine stability,” Spezze
said.

Area artists
featured in show
FLORENCE — The Bell
Tower Cultural Center,
201 E. Second St., plans
to showcase a “Summer
in the City” art exhibit
starting with an opening
reception from 5 to 7 p.m.
Friday.

The multimedia show
features the work of many
area artists. People’s
Choice awards will be
presented; the show runs
through Aug. 15.

want to donate should
call Lynn Ellis at 719-6762938 or Susan Kalman at
719-250-6097; volunteers
also are needed.

Agency needs
donated items

Dressage clinic
set July 18

Sangre de Cristo
Volunteers for Change is
seeking good, clean usable items for its fundraising sale on Sept. 4-6.
All items, such as
those relating to building construction, sports,
camping, crafts, holidays,
baby needs and more,
along with small and
large appliances, would
be appreciated. The
nonproﬁt cannot accept
electronics.
Sale proceeds will go
toward Sangre de Cristo
VFC’s programs to help
residents in Pueblo,
Huerfano and Custer
counties.
Efforts include programs to support veterans and libraries, provide
Christmas gifts to needy
children, stock food pantries and more. People,
living in the region, who

FLORENCE — The
Arkansas Valley Dressage Association plans
to sponsor a Ride-a-Test
event July 18 at Pathﬁnder Park on Colorado 115
just west of here.
The miniclinic will
allow horse and rider
to perform a test and be
scored by judge Kathy
Simard. After the test, Simard will work with the
rider on the movements
performed.
The event is open to
English and Western
dressage riders. Entries
are due by July 17 by calling Beth Hart at 719-8219354 or sending an email
to avda2007@gmail.com.
— Compiled by Tracy
Harmon and Karen Vigil
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PuebloPlex, a local panel
formed by the state Legislature 21 years ago.
He noted that 200 of
the 600 available concrete igloos at the depot
are leased today. The
igloos are 28 by 78 feet
and climate controlled.
About 80 of them have
been reﬁtted with 10-by10-foot garage doors to
store vehicles or larger
items. They could be

sold in the future. In fact,
he’d like to sell it all.
“It’s our intention to
get all of the property
back into private hands,”
DeSalvo said. “It’s
my intention to work
ourselves out of a job
sooner rather than later.”
While the process
may take years, there are
dozens of success stories
that should give Pueblo
heart, said Dan Schnepf,

chairman and CEO of
Matrix, which has redeveloped 200 government
properties since 1984.
“This property is being
looked at by companies
across the country,”
Schnepf said. “We have
our work cut out for
us, but there are other
examples.”
cwoodka@chieftain.com
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FUNERAL NOTICES

Pauline M. Ortiz, 68, of
Pueblo,
went to be
with the
Lord on
July 7,
2015. She
was preceded by
her parents, Manuel and
Margaret Ortega;
grandson, Josiah “Bubbus”; sister, Genevieve;
and numerous other siblings. Pauline is survived by her children,
Sandra (Wayne), Jackie
(Daniel), Ken
(Na’Coal), Annette,
Tanya and Tammie
(Fredi); grandchildren,
Carl, Darlene, Andres,
Monique, Luis, Olivia,
Sarah, Erica, Alexia,
Esperanza, KJ, Elena,
Elyssa “Lil Pauline,”
Natasha, Isaac, Angel
and Tony; numerous
great-grandchildren;
numerous siblings; and
special friend, Ralph.
Special thanks to the
staff of Parkview ICU,
for their amazing care of
Pauline. Viewing, 2 to 5
p.m. today; Mass of the
Resurrection, 10 a.m.
Friday, Sacred Heart
Cathedral. Cremation to
follow. Relatives and
friends will be received
at Romero Courtesy
Hall following Mass.

CARDS OF THANKS
IN MEMORIAMS
THANKSGIVING
NOVENAS
In order to have any of the above
published, you must pay at the
time of placement. PLEASE DO
NOT SEND CASH IN THE MAIL.
For further information, call
546-2274. Outside of Pueblo
County, 1 (800) 279-6397.

VITAL STATISTICS
BIRTHS
Garcia — Born to
Rikki Garcia, Pueblo, a
son, July 6 at St. MaryCorwin Medical Center.
Perea — Born to
Shelby and Tom Perea,
Pueblo West, a son, July
3 at St. Mary-Corwin
Medical Center.

DEATHS
PUEBLO
July 7
Ortiz — Pauline M.
Ortiz, 68. Romero.

July 6
Stinchcomb — Marie H. Stinchcomb, 80.
George McCarthy.

ARVADA
Garduno — Andrew
Garduno, 72, Arvada,
formerly of Pueblo, July
6. Romero, Denver.

GREELEY
Sager — Sharon
Sager, 68, Greeley, formerly of La Veta, July
6. Adamson Memorial
Chapels, Greeley.

Marie H. Stinchcomb, 80,
passed away Monday,
July 6, 2015. A rosary
will be held at 6 p.m.
Monday, July 13, at
Holy Family Catholic
Church. Funeral Mass
will be at 11 a.m. Tuesday, July 14, at Holy
Family. Arrangements
made through George
McCarthy Funeral
Home.
Esther Leal. Viewing, 2 to
6 p.m. today, at the
funeral home. Funeral
service, 10 a.m. Friday,
July 10, 2015, Imperial
Chapel, with interment
to follow. Arrangements by Imperial
Funeral Home.
Barney Leon

Barney Leon, 94, born Jan.
11, 1921, in San Gabriel, Calif., to Josie
Jones and Fidel Leon
and went to be with the
Lord on July 5, 2015.
Survived by his children, William “Bill”
(Penny) Leon and Mary
Kathleen “Kathy” Leon;
grandchildren, Heather
Leon Ilges, Josh Leon
and Daniel Leon; seven
great-grandchildren; two
Leon nephews; five
Galecki nieces and
nephews. Preceded in
death by his loving wife,
Harriet, May 31, 2015;
twin brother, Barnard,
July 5, 2007. Barney
grew up in Florida; was
a WWII Army sergeant
in France; upon returning, graduated DU 1948,
when he met the love of
his life. He was a longtime member of St. Pius
X Church, Knights of
Columbus and choir.
Barney dearly loved his
wife and family. He
enjoyed singing, the
Chicago Cubs and
Florida Gators. His
family, friends and
community were
everything to him.
Everyone who knew
him will greatly miss his
sense of humor, friendship and kindness.
Viewing, 10 a.m. to
noon Friday, July 10,
2015, at George
McCarthy Funeral
Home, followed by
funeral service at 2 p.m.,
St. Pius X Church.
Reception will follow
Mass. Interment, 2 p.m.
Tuesday, July 14, 2015,
Fort Logan National
Cemetery, Denver,
Colo. Online condolences at www.
georgemccarthyfuneral
home.com. In lieu of
flowers, please make
donations to Sangre de
Cristo Hospice, St.
Joseph’s Indian School,
Paralyzed Veterans,
through the funeral
home office.

Sharon Sager, 68, formerly of La Veta, passed
away on July 6, 2015, in
Greeley, Colo. Sharon is
survived by her children,
Ginger (Chappy) Adkins
of Kersey and Bruce
(Brenda) Rheuff of
Eaton; grandchildren,
Kenny and Jillian Adkins
of Kersey, Haley (Shane)
Curtis of Evans, Braden
Larrew of Lander, Wyo.;
and great-grandson,
Wade Curtis of Evans.
Also surviving Sharon is
her longtime friend, Kriss
(Earl) Prado of Pueblo.
Graveside service will be
held at 11 a.m. Saturday,
July 11, 2015, at the La
Veta Cemetery.

IN MEMORIAM
Leo Lemons
2/26/1940 • 7/9/2014
One year ago you left and
sometimes I still just sit
and stare wishing I could
see you standing there.
Wife
“Marie”
IN MEMORIAM
In loving memory of our
beloved
Wife, Mother and Nana
Estherina Mattivi

It has been one year since
you left our lives.
Waiting to be reunited
with you again your
loving husband Steve.
You are forever in our
hearts, and missing you
everyday.
We love you,
Cynthia, Stevie, George,
Judee, Mario, Vincenzo,
Sable, Stacie, Gina,
Tanner, Your little dog
Angie, extended family
and your wonderful
friends.
IN MEMORIAM
In Loving Memory Of
Roman Lee Nava
7/8/1976 • 7/9/2009

Everyday in some small
way memories of you
come our way. Though
absent, you are always
near. We miss you, and
think of you always. You
are gone now, but never
forgotten. You walk beside us everyday, unseen,
unheard, but always near.
Still loved, still missed,
and very dear.
You are our Special Angel.
In Our Hearts Forever.
With all our love,
Mom, Dad, Preston, Josiah,
Jayden, Shanna, Selanis,
Olivas and Nava
Families, Nina and Nino
THANKSGIVING
Thank you God, Jesus
and St. Jude for answering
my prayers.
V.C.
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minimum wage, his record
in Florida of privatizing
state jobs, ending affirmative-action admission
programs at state universities and his support for
raising the retirement age
for Social Security.
A Bush spokesman
countered that as governor, Bush helped create 1.3
million additional jobs in
Florida, raising incomes

and creating more oppor- committed any serious
tunity.
crimes.
“Governor Bush isn’t just Huerta questioned why
connected to the Hispanic Bush was silent when
community, it’s a part of House Republicans were
him and his family,” said blocking that kind of
Emily Benavides.
immigration reform in
And on immigration,
recent years.
she said Bush believes in
“What you’re hearing
giving illegal immigrants from him now is lip serlegal residency — but not
citizenship — if they pay
owed taxes and haven’t

PLAN/from page 5A ______________
butane directly onto
a marijuana ﬂower to
extract essential oils from
the plant.
Without a closed circuit
system to keep the volatile
gas from ﬁlling a room,
the process can create the
risk of explosions.
Wolney told commissioners Tuesday that the
state law contemplates the
ﬂash point of the materials
in determining what’s allowed. But Commissioner
Terry Hart wondered why

alcohol, which can be
ﬂammable, still was in the
picture.
Wolney said the alcohol method was included
at the suggestion of the
county’s consulting law
ﬁrm, but Hart said he
hopes to get more information at next week’s
meeting about why it was
included.
The meeting is scheduled for Wednesday.
jtucker@chieftain.com

vice,” she said.
If Huerta seems to be
on a mission to run the
Bush campaign off the
road, it’s likely because
she remains a steadfast
supporter of Hillary
Rodham Clinton. She
gave Clinton’s nominating
speech at the 2008 Demo-

cratic National Convention in Denver.
“I’m still backing Mrs.
Clinton,” she conﬁrmed
Wednesday.
Huerta ﬁrst rose to
prominence in the 1960s
by helping the late Cesar
Chavez organize the
United Farm Workers

union. She’s also been
an advocate for women’s
rights nationally.
Huerta was recognized
by President Barack
Obama with the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 2012.
proper@chieftain.com

