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Ideas, opinions
FLAG DAY

Fly the Stars
and Stripes
with pride

JOE V. ALDAZ JR.
Guest columnist

Today is Flag Day.
As Americans, we have
grown up with a love, admiration and respect for the
Stars and Stripes the Second
Continental Congress ﬁrst
adopted on June 14, 1777.
Our ﬂedgling country chose
this standard to represent
our great nation — a nation
that has endured through
the Revolutionary War to
the war on global terror.
Flag Day had its beginning on June 14, 1885 when
Bernard J. Cigrand, a 19-year
old teacher at Stony Hill
School, a one-room school
house in Waubeka, Wis.,
asked his students to write
an essay on the signiﬁcance
of the ﬂag and what it
meant to them.
As a proud patriot,
Cigrand devoted decades
to establishing this day
to honor the birth of the
American ﬂag. Cigrand’s
vision was complete in 1916,
when President Woodrow
Wilson issued a proclamation calling for the national
observance of Flag Day.
But it was not until 1948, 17
years after Cigrand’s death,
that President Harry Truman signed a congressional
act into law designating
June 14th as Flag Day.
The American ﬂag is an
enduring symbol of our culture and often evokes strong
emotions in most Americans as we remember the
moment our ﬂag was ﬂown
on the moon, over countless
battleﬁelds, private homes,
ships at sea, and the World
Trade Center following a direct attack on our precious
homeland.
As Americans, we live in
the greatest country in the
world! We are the fortunate heirs of the cherished
American values of freedom of religion and speech,
equality, and the right to
due process.
The American ﬂag has
symbolized freedom and
dignity to millions upon
millions of American
citizens of all races, ethnicities and religions, standing
as a proud reminder that
every citizen is afforded the
opportunity for individual
achievement based on their
work ethic and talent.
At the Center for American Values, we aspire to
honor the extreme sacriﬁces
made to help sustain America’s values and to ensure
these extraordinary actions
are preserved … forever.
We cannot, and must not,
lose sight of the American
ﬂag as a proud symbol of
freedom and independence,
worthy of our respect.
Today, display your ﬂag
respectfully and proudly, as
we at the Center for American Values will do. And
never lose sight of this great
privilege that was given to
us by the brave men and
women who have fought to
ensure our freedoms, and
many who made the ultimate sacriﬁce so that we
can remain the home of the
free.
Joe V. Aldaz Jr., Lt Col,
USAF (Ret), is executive
director of the Center for
American Values in Pueblo.
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An aerial view of the PuebloPlex. Some 16,000 acres of the 23,000-acre military site will be repurposed in the years ahead.

ECONOMY

PuebloPlex will rewrite local history
RUSSELL DeSALVO
Guest columnist

I was reading an article
recently that said these “record rains have wiped out
the drought and re-written
121-year old climate records in
Colorado.” I was expecting the
article to conclude: “Time to
build an ark!”
Later that day, as my
windshield wipers freshly
reminded me of that article
with every sweep, I thought
that it was interesting that one
sustained event over a relatively short time could rewrite
history.

Then, it struck me. What applies to the weather climate is
also applicable to the business
climate: one sustained economic event can change the
(business) climate for the better. That catalyst for change is
PuebloPlex.
Many in Pueblo don’t realize
that the ﬁrst “sprinkles” of
economic climate change are
occurring just 15 miles east of
town.
For more than 46 years
(1942-88), the Pueblo Chemical Depot (PCD) caused a
veritable ﬂood of economic
activity in Pueblo. And, not
unlike the near Dust Bowl
conditions that gripped our
part of the state, the realignment of PCD caused a lot of
economic activity to dry up as
missions moved.
However, in 2013 — concurrent with the parallel, but

separate, activity the Army
is pursuing through Bechtel,
PuebloPlex started a process
to reclaim those assets at PCD
to unlock their potential for all
of us.
You might say that our
efforts mimic the ﬁrst light
rains that foretold a record
May for precipitation. When
it started, who knew? But in
hindsight, how could you not
have known a drought can’t
last forever?
Well, like our weather,
Pueblo’s economic climate is
about to change for the better,
too. It may not seem like it
now, but we will look back and
say, “Yes, these were the ﬁrst
sprinkles that led to a river of
economic activity in Pueblo.”
Just to be clear: We are not
the Army. We are not Bechtel.
Those are probably the folks
who come to mind when you

think of PCD. And you would
naturally think, when they go,
so do the jobs. Not true.
We are part of the Pueblo
community. We have been selected from the private sector
to treat the PCD not as a base
closure.
PuebloPlex is a business
start-up whose job it is to
focus the world’s attention on
Pueblo so that investments
are made and jobs are created
through redevelopment.
And as your representatives, we have been laying the
groundwork to permit Pueblo
— and all of Southeastern
Colorado — the opportunity
to beneﬁt from what is one
of the largest redevelopment
projects in the United States.
In total, there are 23,000
acres — or an area the size
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GMO CONTROVERSY

Food labeling should be standardized
CHRIS WAGNER
Guest columnist

Coloradans made the right
choice when they rejected
mandatory GMO (genetically
modiﬁed organism) labeling
last November.
Nevertheless, a stubborn
fringe continues pursuing
labeling mandates in several
states and at the federal level
— even though scientiﬁc studies repeatedly conclude GMOs
are safe to eat.

This hurts families across
the U.S. and here in Colorado.
Complying with additional,
mandatory labeling rules
would be costly for food
producers — especially if it’s
done in the form of a stateby-state patchwork system of
food-labeling rules.
In the end, the shock to food
producers would hit consumers, as families would end up
paying the price at the grocery
store — up to $500 more per
year, according to a Cornell
study. Already, one in seven
households in Colorado faces
food insecurity because they
struggle to pay their grocery
bill.
That’s why I and so many

others support the Safe and
Accurate Food Labeling Act,
which would create national,
uniform, voluntary standards
for food labeling.
Let me explain.
Like many others, I see a
need for uniﬁed, consistent,
nationwide food-labeling standards. Consistency is needed
in agriculture because of how
often food crosses state lines.
The federal Safe and Accurate
Food Labeling Act would accomplish this.
However, I don’t see the
need for mandatorily labeling
anything with ingredients that
have genetic modiﬁcation in
their background. There’s no
proof those foods pose any

risk compared to their nonGMO counterparts, and mandatory labeling just creates
added costs to consumers, as
well as increased bureaucracy
and unnecessary paranoia.
The Safe and Accurate Food
Labeling Act would leave it up
to the food producers to label
their products as containing
genetic modiﬁcation, or as
GMO-free.
It’s a common-sense, winwin solution.
Please join me in urging our
delegates in D.C. to also support this proposed legislation.
Chris Wagner is a Longmontarea farmer and Colorado Corn
Board member.

UNEMPLOYMENT

Small businesses commit to hiring young workers

MARY ORESKOVICH
Guest columnist

The commerce department’s
report that the U.S. economy
came to a screeching halt in
the ﬁrst quarter of 2015 is a
stark reminder that while the
Great Recession may have officially ended, there is much left
to do to create jobs, economic
security and opportunity for
all Americans.
This is no easy feat, and certainly one that cannot be left
solely to government, big businesses or university experts

alone. Small businesses — our
nation’s primary job creators
— must be involved. Small
business owners like myself
are uniquely poised to develop
on-the-ground solutions that
will stimulate our economy
now and over the long-term.
One way to bolster our
economic prospects is to train,
mentor and hire our community’s unemployed, or “opportunity” youth — young adults
seeking steady work and
career opportunities, but who
lack the workforce experience
or technical skills required to
place them into steady employment.
More than ﬁve years have
passed since the official end
of the Great Recession, and
yet 5.6 million young Americans between the ages of 16

and 24 are out of school, out
of work and out of options.
Today, youth unemployment is
more than twice the national
average — and here in Colorado, there are roughly 75,465
opportunity youth.
Small business owners and
the communities in which
we reside not only have the
ability to change this, we have
incentive.
Economists have estimated
that our youth unemployment
challenge could cost the U.S.
roughly $20 billion in lost
earnings alone over the next
decade. And, according to Opportunity Nation, young adults
who are not in school or working cost taxpayers $93 billion
annually and $1.6 trillion over
their lifetimes in lost revenues
and increased social services.

It has been a highly
rewarding experience seeing all
of my young employees mature
and develop the necessary
retail and customer service
skills they’ll need into the
future.
The math simply doesn’t
add up and it’s often Main
Street who pays the biggest
price.
Small business owners can
engage our local opportunity
youth and equip them with the
skills, know-how and ability
SEE WORKERS, 4G
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PEOPLE SPEAK

What is the most important issue
facing the Pueblo area today?

“Education is
always important.
I have two kids and
I want them to be
able to take care
of themselves, and
then take care of me
later on.”

“It’s the gang
shootings. It’s
been in the news
constantly. We need
to ﬁgure out some
activities for kids
to get involved in,
instead of gangs.”

Rena Pontius
Pueblo

Melissa Heine
Pueblo

“I think we need
to focus on jobs. I
notice a lot of the
roads need work,
and it would help
create jobs if we
decided to ﬁx them.”

Frank Parisi
Pueblo

“Potholes. It’s tough
on our cars. I think
it’s been getting
worse.”

Robert
Archeleta
Pueblo

“The lack of industry
in town. I’ve been
trying to get a job
in town but the
job market is very
tight. I’ve only lived
in Pueblo for six
months, but it seems
like there are a lot of
empty buildings in
town.”

Eric Bates
Pueblo

“From reading the
newspaper every
day, it’s the gangs
and crime. It scares
me half to death.”

Gretchen Smith
Pueblo

“With all the money
the city has, it’s a
shame that every
police ofﬁcer doesn’t
have a top-grade
patrol car. You
should look at some
of the patrol cars ...
they’re an eyesore.
They are falling
apart and they have
paint chipping off of
them.”

“The unemployed
and the homeless.
It’s costing the rest
of us so much money
and they never seem
to beneﬁt from it.
It’s a perpetual
problem.”

Janice Driscoll
Pueblo

James Madden
Pueblo

Asked Thursday at Robert Hoag Rawlings Public Library in Pueblo.

MAGNA CARTA

Celebrating freedom’s 800th birthday
Tradition accepts June 15,
1215, as the start of limited government in Anglo-American
law.
Magna Carta (“great charter’) was signed under duress by King John. John was
the brother and successor to
Richard the Lion Heart, whose
loyal subjects included that tax
rebel, Robin Hood. King John
was known for his predatory
and avaricious taxation.
Monarchs proclaimed the
divine right of kings, asserting their absolute power came
directly from God. English
barons rejected King John’s tax
tyrannies and other autocratic
acts.
Magna Carta ordained that
even a king must honor the
law. He could no longer summarily jail or execute any one
without due process of law.
Taxes would be limited; some
would require baronial consent. A council of 25 barons
could restrain the king’s illegal
actions by seizing his lands
and castles until he obeyed the
law.
Magna Carta has a turbulent
legacy. Over later centuries,

DOUGLAS BRUCE
Guest Column

it was rejected, affirmed and
revised. It has survived to be
idealized as the ﬁrst formal
adoption of the Rule of Law.
The tenets of Magna Carta
were echoed in later English
political documents and by
America’s Founding Fathers.
Other tax protests include
Lady Godiva’s famous ride
and stories of William Tell,
Zorro and other folk heroes.
Its lineage covers the Boston
Tea Party and our Revolutionary War slogan, “No taxation
without representation.”
This fall, Colorado’s homage
to Magna Carta, the Taxpayer’s
Bill of Rights, will again be
attacked by avaricious and
predatory politicians. Why?
The rapacious marijuana tax
on the 2013 ballot has been
exposed as a fraud.
TABOR requires govern-

ment tell us the truth about its
proposed tax increases. (What
a concept!) When government
“lowballs” ﬁnancial facts of its
ﬁscal status, we are entitled to
know — the amount of the requested tax, and state revenue
with or without the tax — it
lies to voters. By law, the tax
rate and revenue are then lowered to offset that deception.
The state minimized the revenue it would get without the
tax. Incredibly, the 2013 ballot
issue was to correct the illegal
2012 ballot issue (Amendment
64) that violated TABOR by
omitting ballot words required
for a tax hike. In fact, A-64
“authorized” politicians to
raise taxes without the speciﬁc
voter approval required by
TABOR. The attorney general
conceded A-64 was illegal and
proposed a re-vote, though his
title board appointee voted for
its illegal ballot title.
I ﬁled a 2012 objection to
A-64 ballot title illegality, but
the state title board, attorney
general, and supreme court
didn’t care. That is not surprising, given government hatred
of TABOR’s limits on their tax

power. The attorney general
had arrested me for my donation to charity (approved by
IRS audit) made seven years
earlier. His strategy was to silence whistle blowers who tell
voters government chronically
violates our constitutional
rights and lies to us.
The fall election is the state’s
third illegal attempt to raise
marijuana taxes. It does not
refund with interest its illegal
tax collections; such a refund
is a property right not open
to election. The state blames
TABOR and jails its author to
divert attention from its third
multi-million dollar election
expense caused by its own corruption and false ﬁgures. Your
duty is to reject this latest con
job by voting “No.”
House Bill 1367 uses 33 pages
to conceal its scheme. Its ballot title still violates TABOR.
The legal marijuana tax revenue and rate are now zero, but
the illegal tax is still collected.
The implied $60 million yearly
tax rate increase is not in the
ballot title, just as in A-64. It
does not ratify the 2013 ballot issue. It lacks the required

ﬁnancial data. Legislators will
bait-and-switch the tax money
to spend it on anything they
want. Liars tend to do that.
The governor calls this pattern of deception a “glitch.”
The state already keeps an
extra billion dollars a year
in excess revenue, thanks to
the Referendum C swindle of
2005. Its “ﬁve-year timeout”
is over. No statutory proposal
can amend the Constitution, so
the state still violates TABOR
revenue limits and deprives
us of over $1 billion yearly in
tax relief. Now it whines about
having to return this stolen
money, equal to 5 percent of
that annual sum. Don’t aid and
abet their theft. Reject their
lies and lures. Vote “No.”
Happy birthday, Magna
Carta. Your vellum parchment has survived 800 years;
your animating sentiment will
live forever. Freedom’s ﬂame,
which you ignited, still burns
brightly.

tier of truly basic-cable channels— composed mostly of
local broadcast stations. This
“limited basic” service is
important to people who are
unable to receive broadcast or
satellite signals and cannot afford a pricey cable plan.
Limited basic is also an appealing option for people who
watch mostly online video and
don’t want to pay for 200 channels of reruns.
Under the FCC’s rule
change, local franchise officials’ authority over basic-cable rates is further diminished.
Cities will be given a 90-day
window to request an extension of their authority.
Big assumptions underlie the
rule change. The FCC believes
people now have plenty of

options for getting pay TV; it
no longer presumes that cable
companies dominate local
markets, putting the burden of
proof on cities and counties.
The FCC may be less concerned about pay-TV competition because the rise of online
video suggests cable will be
eclipsed by broadband service.
That may be the case eventually, but for now cable remains a
critical service for many homes.
Instead of making it harder
to preserve the limited basic
option, the FCC should be
making sure it remains available to municipalities and their
residents — especially given
the consolidation under way in
the cable industry and the loss
of broadcasting capacity that
will result from the upcoming

spectrum auction.
Affordability and access are
the major concerns today.
But in the future, when
broadband networks are likely
to face a capacity crunch, it
will be in everyone’s interest
to have a variety of pipes available to deliver content and
balance the load.
The need for limited basic
cable would soar if broadband
providers start charging by
the megabyte, with data plans
instead of ﬂat rates.
In the meantime, cities and
counties should pursue their
options under the FCC’s new
rules. They should push hard
to ensure that there continues
to be an affordable option for
the cable TV delivered via
public property.

Former prosecutor, legislator and county commissioner
Douglas Bruce was the author
of TABOR legislation.

WHAT OTHERS ARE SAYING
The following editorial
appeared in The Seattle
Times on June 8:
After the Federal Communications Commission took one
step forward, it has now taken
a disappointing step back.
The agency made great
progress when it approved net
neutrality rules in February,
preventing broadband providers from discriminating against
content carried on this essential infrastructure.
But the FCC lost a few of
its freshly minted gold stars
recently, when it sided with
the cable industry and undermined local authority over
basic cable rates.
The agency decided that the
pay-TV business has plenty
of competition now, so local

governments shouldn’t be able
to automatically negotiate
basic-cable rates.
This disappointing move
could jeopardize entry-level
cable plans that remain the
last affordable option for many
homes. It also increases the
burden on cities and counties by forcing them to submit
requests to renew what little
authority they currently have
over cable companies.
Really, this is like ﬁghting for
table scraps. After years of deregulation, local governments
were left with little say over
rates, even though they own
the rights of way and poles on
which cable systems are built.
One of the last toeholds of
local authority was the ability
to negotiate for a bare-bones
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to reach their full potential.
That’s why I recently signed
Small Business Majority’s
Commitment to Action pledge
on this issue through Clinton
Global Initiative America,
which has recruited more
than 200 small businesses and
counting nationwide to take
action to recruit, train, mentor
and hire opportunity youth.
As part of the broader “Job
One” program, small businesses like mine are coming
together with companies like
Salesforce, Gap, Marriott,
AT&T and UBS to help solve
one of our toughest economic
challenges facing our nation
today.
We know engaging opportunity youth works. Here in
Pueblo, we’ve been busy hiring
young people since we opened

Hopscotch Bakery. All of my
employees, except for two, are
26 or younger. It has been a
highly rewarding experience
seeing all of my young employees mature and develop the
necessary retail and customer
service skills they’ll need into
the future. It has been a perfect
stepping stone for so many of
my employees.
I’m proud to be a part of an
effort that will have ripple effects across Pueblo, Colorado
and the nation. We all have a
role to play in ensuring that
every young American is given
the opportunity they deserve
to compete in the 21st century
global economy and achieve
the American dream.
Mary Oreskovich is owner of
Hopscotch Bakery in Pueblo.
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of Miami, Florida (lately,
even complete with water).
However, in the ﬁrst phase,
we are acquiring, developing
and “rebooting” about 16,000
acres — or an area 10 percent
larger than Manhattan —
from scratch. Trust me, the
world is watching because of
the size, scope and opportunity ... and they’re interested.
It’s a huge job and we can’t
do it alone.
At ﬁrst, it was our job to
put all the legal requirements
in place to advance this
project to this point. Now is
when we come to you — the
people of Pueblo and Southeastern Colorado — to ask an
important question: “What
do you want done with all
of the ‘stuff’ at PuebloPlex
to advance employment and

increase wages?” The land.
The buildings. The roads.
The rails.
Over the course of the next
three months, we are publicly canvassing the city and
county for feedback. Some of
that has already started with
elected officials, business and
civic leaders, and community
advocates. But there are a lot
of voices left unheard.
That is why we want your
voice to be heard in our
future outreach workshops.
The ﬁrst occurs on July 8
at the Pueblo Convention
Center. Additional dates are
being planned and will be
publicized. It is critical you
attend to make your voice
heard.
Your voice will be added to
those who have already pro-

vided insights to us. These
insights will direct us on how
to develop PuebloPlex.
Without your voice, these
ﬁrst sprinkles of economic
activity might only remain a
passing shower. With your
voice, the sustained interest
from the community will permit a sustained shower that
creates a river of economic
activity.
It can change the economic
climate record, just like the
rain has. This sustained event
over a relatively short time
could rewrite our history.
Russell DeSalvo is executive director of PuebloPlex,
formerly called the Pueblo
Depot Activity Development
Authority.

