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‘Why we stay here is the people’
Past business recruits give Pueblo vote of confidence
BY DENNIS DARROW
THE PUEBLO CHIEFTAIN

With three 2015 job announcements and its list
of prospects growing,
the Pueblo Economic
Development Corp.
sounded more upbeat
about Pueblo’s job
outlook than at any time
since the Great Recession at its quarterly luncheon meeting Thursday
at the Sangre de Cristo
Arts and Conference
Center.
Meanwhile, the job
creation group — and

the Pueblo community
as a whole — received a
vote of confidence from
top executives of manufacturers Atlas Pacific
and Trane, who shared
the stage to offer remarks on what led their
companies to choose
Pueblo in the 1980s
and why the companies
remain sold on the community.
“Why we came here
was the people. Why we
stay here is the people,”
Atlas Pacific CEO Rob
Morris said.
Atlas Pacific, which

(The number of prospects) is really very healthy. ... I
think that bodes well for the future of Pueblo.
JACK RINK
PUEBLO ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORP.

relocated to the Airport
Industrial Park in 1986
from Emeryville, Calif.,
makes fruit and vegetable cutting, peeling
and pitting machines
for sale throughout the
world. The Pueblo plant

employs the company’s
executive management
team, engineers, sales
and marketing professionals and machinists.
Of the plant’s original
200 workers, about 20
of them remain with the

company while many
others stayed with the
company until retirement, Morris said. The
average worker stays 13
years, he said. “It does
my heart good the quality of people that are
there and that’s one of
the reasons Atlas stays
here. We have a very,
very loyal workforce,” he
said.
A similar tribute was
offered by Cyndi McDaniel, general manager
of the 420-worker Trane
SEE PEDCO, 6A
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Back-to-school shopping should start with a plan, savings experts say. Don’t buy until you know what you need.
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past six weeks. U.S. crude fell 49
cents to close at $44.66 a barrel
in New York.
Pueblo Chieftain 08/07/2015
On the stock market, the
Standard & Poor’s 500 index fell
16.28 points, or 0.8 percent, to

Though meager, it’s better than
the 4 percent drop analysts had
forecast a month ago.
Investors are looking ahead to
the Labor Department’s monthly
jobs report today.
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commercial air conditioner
plant at the Airport Industrial
Park.
“I think the things that
brought Trane to Pueblo 28
years ago is really what makes
us stay today. A lot of it is we
continue to thrive in this community because of the people of
the community and the friendships and relationships we’ve
built with PEDCO, our customers and our employees,” she
said. She also noted the Pueblo’s
central U.S. location, strong
work ethic, skilled workforce
and job creation incentives.
Prospects
Jack Rink, president of PEDCO,
gave an update on the membership
dues-funded group’s current job
creation efforts.
The group is in talks with eight
companies showing active interest in Pueblo and six others with
preliminary interest in the city, he
said.
While the group doesn’t expect
all of the talks to result in new
jobs, “That level of activity is really
very healthy.” Rink told PEDCO
members. “I would summarize it
as very strong. ... I think that bodes
well for the future of Pueblo.”
The prospects represent a range
of industries: food and agriculture
processing, professional services
and manufacturing, among them,
he said.
ULA talks
PEDCO leaders also gave members a behind-the-scenes look at
the negotiations that led to this
month’s announcement by United
Launch Alliance of its plan to open
a 34-worker rocket propulsion testing lab and manufacturing center
at a building at the Airport Industrial Park.
While Pueblo’s past history
as a manufacturing site for the
Delta rocket helped, a tip from the
PuebloPlex redevelopment authority started the negotiations rolling,
they said.

ULA executives were impressed
by the quality of the available
building and the kinds of job
incentives offered, leading to an
agreement within ﬁve months, a
short period of time for an economic development deal, they
said.
As part of the process, PEDCO
leaders reached out to outside
experts to educate the group on
the best ways to attract aerospace
companies, tools the group plans
to keep putting to work in hopes
of attracting more space-related
companies, they said. PEDCO’s
team also worked closely with city
of Pueblo and Pueblo County governments on an incentive package.
Pueblo took “a very aggressive
approach with this company. One,
because it’s rocket science. We
know these are the kinds of jobs
we want. But also because we
also see what the opportunity is.
Pueblo is now a player in the space
race,” one of the nation’s growing industries, said PEDCO vice
president Jeff Shaw, who led the
negotiating team.
ULA was the third major
PEDCO jobs announcement this
year. In February, the UTC Aerospace carbon aircraft brake plant
announced plans for an $80 million expansion and the addition
of 46 jobs. In May, candy topping
supplier TR Toppers announced
a $4.7 million expansion project
and plan to hire an additional 10
workers.
As for future jobs, a private
development group co-headed
by Pueblo railway engineer Ryan
McWilliams has conﬁrmed plans
to redevelop the former Alpha
Beta meatpacking plant into a hub
for railway engineering, rail car
repairs and rail parts manufacturing. Cleanup and renovation
work at the six-acre site is under
way with the ﬁrst businesses
expected to arrive within a year.
The development group is in talks
with PEDCO and the city about
its plans.
ddarrow@chieftain.com

SAVINGS/from page 5A ____________________
said.
z Slow your roll. You don’t
need a child’s full school-year
wardrobe on the ﬁrst day of
classes, when weather in most
Copyright © 2015 The Pueblo Chieftain, Pueblo, CO. 08/07/2015
regions is too warm for back-toschool fall fashions anyway. By

not — cool anymore, avoiding
purchases of clothes that go
unworn.
z Buy shoes in the evening, or
Wednesday.
Go shoe shopping
August 7, 2015 11:09 am (GMT +6:00)
in the evening because children’s feet can swell half a size
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